
Judith “Judi” E. Voelkl 

1957 – 2009 

 

Judith E. Voelkl of Champaign, 51, formerly of Clemson, 

South Carolina, passed away on February 7, 2009 at the 

home of her sister and brother in law in Champaign. 

Voelkl was born on February 25, 1957 in Boston, 

Massachusetts. She grew up in Lisle, Illinois.  

 

She received her B.S. from Illinois State University, her M.S. from Indiana University, 

and her Ph.D. from The Pennsylvania State University. She was a Professor of Parks, 

Recreation and Tourism Management at Clemson University. Her scholarly work focused 

on quality of life issues for elders residing in nursing homes. She received numerous 

awards for her work, including the 2005 Scholarly Achievement Award from the 

American Therapeutic Recreation Association and in 2006 she was inducted into the 

Academy of Leisure Sciences. Aside from her professional work, she had a large network 

of friends who assisted her through her final year. Throughout her adulthood she also 

spent a great deal of time quilting, walking her dog, studying Buddhism and practicing 

meditation. 

 

She is survived by her mother, Pauline Voelkl of Urbana, her sister Deborah Russo of 

Boston, her sister and brother in law, Cynthia Voelkl and Ernest Blackwelder of 

Champaign, and her beloved nephews Leo and Owen Blackwelder. 

 

A Buddhist memorial service (a Sukhavati) will be held at Japan House on the University 

of Illinois campus at 1:00 on Saturday, February 14, 2009. A memorial service will also 

be held in Clemson, South Carolina at a later date. 

 

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Judi Voelkl Scholarship Fund in the 

Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism Management at Clemson University. 

Checks may be made out to CU Foundation and “Judi Voelkl Scholarship” written in the 

memo line. Mail checks to Clemson University-PRTM, 263 Lehotsky Hall, PO Box 

340735, Clemson, South Carolina 29634-0735. 

 

Judi’s spirit, passion and laugh will be sorely missed by all who loved her. 

 

 


